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LA County Department of Youth Development Celebrates Impact and Anniversary 
 of  Reentry Action for Youth (RAY) Program  

LOS ANGELES, CA — The Department of Youth Development (DYD) today released a first 
year anniversary report on its groundbreaking Reentry Action for Youth (RAY) program, a 
vital initiative aligned with Los Angeles County’s care-first approach to youth justice that 
interrupts system involvement by connecting young people with the resources and 
mentorship they need to thrive. 

Key highlights include: 

• 550+ youth referred to RAY to reconnect to their communities and avoid further 
incarceration or deeper justice system involvement 

• 19 local providers delivering critical, tailored resources to youth in their own 
neighborhoods 

• 54 mentors with lived experience providing youth culturally-relevant support and  
guidance 

• 2025 strategic expansion of the RAY program to the Inglewood Courthouse, giving youth 
and families immediate, on-site access to mentorship and community-based care 

"The success of the RAY program over this past year is a testament to what is possible when we 
lead with care and collaboration," said DYD Director David J. Carroll. "We’re profoundly grateful 
to our community-based and county partners. Together, we are helping justice-involved youth 
navigate legal processes, breaking cycles of recidivism and placing young people on a 
definitive path toward success." 

To facilitate successful reintegration, RAY provides youth with about one year of dedicated case 
management and access to resources such as housing, education, employment, healthcare 
and stipends for basic needs.  

The real-world impact of this support is clear to LA County youth. “I was the kid that you didn’t 
want to be around. I didn’t listen to my parents, I was just wandering around in the streets, just 
thinking I was the man,” said Miguel. “I feel like I’m a whole different man now compared to 
when I started in RAY. I’ve graduated from the Fire Academy and got an award for the Most 
Improved Fire Cadet. I made my parents proud, and I have a career I’m pursuing.” 

DYD’s RAY first year anniversary report is available online at bit.ly/1yearofray. 

 

https://bit.ly/1yearofray


About the Department of Youth Development  
DYD represents LA County’s first centralized, systemic approach to connecting young people 
with vital resources and programs. Through innovation and collaboration with youth-serving 
partners, DYD aims to reduce youth involvement in the justice system and guarantee fair 
access to developmental services, opportunities, resources, and care-first efforts that 
demonstrably improve youth well-being and community safety. Learn more at 
dyd.lacounty.gov.  
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